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WHAT WE’LL COVER

* Lead Agencies and Regulators
* Recent Band-Specific Spectrum Developments

DISCLAIMER:

The information discussed today is not legal advice and should not

be construed as the views of either my firm or any of its clients.
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LEAD AGENCIES AND REGULATORS



CHAIRMAN BRENDAN CARR (R) COMMISSIONER ANNA GOMEZ (D) COMMISSIONER OLIVIA TRUSTY (R)
Confirmed: Sept. 30, 2023 Confirmed: Sept. 7, 2023 Confirmed: June 18, 2025
Designated Chair: Jan. 20, 2025 Term Expires: June 30, 2026 Term Expires: June 30, 2030
Term Expires: June 30, 2028

WILKINSON ) BARKER> KNAUER> LLP



INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION

ARIELLE ROTH
Assistant Secretary of Commerce
for Communications and
Information and NTIA
Administrator

CHARLES COOPER
Associate Administrator
Office of Spectrum Management




OTHER MAJOR FEDERAL PLAYERS
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WORKING FAMILIES TAX CUTS ACT
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. Restores the FCC’s general auction authority until September 30, 2034.
. 300 megahertz of repurposed non-Federal spectrum for auction for commercial licensed use.
. Includes auctioning at least 100 megahertz in Upper C-band (3.98-4.2 GHz) by July 2027.

. 500 megahertz of repurposed Federal spectrum for reallocation to non-Federal use, shared
Federal and non-Federal use, or a combination thereof, for full-power commercial licensed use.

. July 2027: NTIA identify first 200+ megahertz for auction.

. July 2029: FCC to complete auction(s) of the 200+ megahertz identified and NTIA to
identify additional spectrum (totaling 500+ megahertz) for auction.

. July 4, 2033: FCC to complete auction(s) of additional spectrum (totaling 500+ megahertz).
. “Covered Bands” include frequencies between 1.3 GHz and 10.5 GHz

. 3.1-3.45 GHz and 7.4-8.4 GHz excluded.
. $50 million appropriated for NTIA to:

. Conduct analyses of 2.7-2.9 GHz, 4.4-4.9 GHz, and 7.25-7.4 GHz bands; and

. Complete biennial reports on the value of all spectrum used by Federal entities.
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Presidential Memorandum, rel. December 2025.

Study within 12 months on how to relocate certain
Federal systems out of the 7.125-7.4 GHz band, with
immediate action by NTIA to identify the band for
reallocation for full-power commercial licensed use;

Immediate action by NTIA to begin studies of the 2.69-
2.9 GHz and 4.4-4.94 GHz bands, pursuant to the
Working Families Tax Cuts Act; and

Interagency coordination to advance 6G development
through diplomatic engagements, specifically in support
of the United States’ positions on Agenda Item 1.7 at the

2027 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-27).

“The next generation of mobile
communications networks (6G)
will be foundational to the
national security, foreign policy,
and economic prosperity of the
United States.”

-- President Donald Trump
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Progress Across Band Studies

12.

1.

10.

IDENTIFICATION COMPLETED & PROVIDED TO FCC
FINAL REPORT

DRAFT REPORT

SPECTRUM INTERFERENCE ANALYSIS COMPLETED
SPECTRUM MODELING ASSUMPTIONS SET

DATA COLLECTION COMPLETED

SPECTRUM STUDY PLAN FINALIZED
CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW COMPLETED/FUNDING APPROVED
SRF/PIPELINE FUNDING PLANS SUBMITTED TO OMB
SRF/PIPELINE FUNDING PLANS RECEIVED
FORMATION OF AGENCY SPECTRUM STUDY GROUPS

DESIGNATION OF BAND TO STUDY
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Recent Band-Specific
Spectrum Developments
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. April 2024: NextNav Inc. filed a petition for rulemaking to reconfigure
the Lower 900 MHz band (902-928 MHz) to make 15 megahertz
available for mobile wireless use as well as a terrestrial complement
to GPS.

. March 2025: GPS Complements Notice of Inquiry released;
sought additional comment on NextNav’s proposal.

. March 2026: Item on OIRA review.

. February 2026: Order enabling broadband deployment on all ten
megahertz of the 896-901MHz and 935-940 MHz band by allowing for
eligible existing licensees to transition to a paired five-megahertz
broadband channel license (5/5 broadband license).

. Provides opportunities for licensees to maintain narrowband and
paired three-megahertz broadband segment uses in the band.

*  April 2026: Landover Saturn 5 LLC filed a petition for rulemaking
asking the FCC to permit the repurposing of UHF channels 28-36 (554-
608 MHz) for 5G/6G use, with voluntary broadcaster participation.

. Petition not yet placed on Public Notice.
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. May 2019: NPRM proposing to reallocate and auction 1675-1680 MHz
for shared, co-primary use between Federal operations and non-
Federal fixed or mobile (except aeronautical mobile) services.

* January 2025: FCC Refresh Notice on 1675-1680 MHz band.

. September 2025: NTIA announced 1675-1680 MHz and study of 1680-
1695 MHz as part of WFTC Act evaluation. Formal notificationto FCC
submitted February 2026.

. 1675-1680 MHz identified for reallocation for shared terrestrial

1675-1695 MHz use, with protections for a small number of Federal satellite
downlink sites. Will be further studied for D2D use.

. NTIA collaborating with Federal agencies to conduct a feasibility
study for repurposing opportunities in 1680-1695 MHz.

. February 2026: Qualcomm filed petition for rulemaking seeking
service rules for a 5G sidelink technology in a 5-megahertz portion
within 1675-1695 MHz and a contiguous 40-megahertz portion within
5350-5470 MHz to support public safety off-network communications.
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AWS-3 (Inventory)
1695-1710 MHz;

1755-1780/2155-
2180 MHz

December 2024: Spectrum and Secure Technology and Innovation Act
mandated that the FCC initiate a system of competitive bidding for
licenses for unassigned AWS-3 spectrum within 18 months.

July 2025: FCC adopted Order updating service-specific competitive
bidding rules for the AWS-3 spectrum bands, harmonizing the AWS-3
Designated Entity bidding credits with those offered in more recent
spectrum license auctions, and declining to adopt a Tribal priority
licensing window for Auction 113.

December 2025: FCC established procedures for Auction 113.
. Bidding is scheduled to commence on June 2, 2026.

*  Auction will be conducted using an ascending clock auction with
a supply of one in each category of frequency-specific channel
blocks, referred to as the “clock-1” auction format.

~$3.1 billion in auction proceeds will be used to support the FCC’s
Supply Chain Reimbursement Program (Rip & Replace).
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 July 2025: Working Families Tax Cuts Act mandated that the

Assistant Secretary of Commerce conduct a spectrum analysis
of the 2.7-2.9 GHz band. (Sec. 40002(f)(1)(A))

2°7 e December2025: White House 6G Memorandum directed the
(2700-2900 M Hz) Assistant Secretary to “immediately begin the process to
commence studies on the 2.69-2.9 GHz . . . spectrum
frequencies to determine whether portions of those bands can
feasibly be reallocated for full-power commercial licensed use
cases.”
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¢ 3100-3450 MHz

« September 2023: Emerging Mid-Band Radar Spectrum
Sharing (EMBRSS) Feasibility Assessment completed,
pursuant to the 2021 IlJA (publicly released April 2024).

* November2023: Band included in National Spectrum

Strategy for multi-year evaluation; projected a final report
Lower 3 GHz & syor mu fi-year evatuation; pro) natrep
by October 2026.
CBRS  July 2025: Working Families Tax Cuts Act excluded Lower 3

GHz from the 800-megahertz spectrum pipeline.
 Citizens Broadband Radio Service

* August 2024: NPRM seeking comment on ways to
“improve and expand spectrum access in the 3.5 GHz
band.”
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« March 2020: Lower C-Band Order released, adding a mobile
allocation to the band for next-generation services like 5G.

* Relocated FSS operations into the upper 200 megahertz of
the band and reimbursed them for reasonable costs of the
relocation via Emerging Technologies framework.

* February 2021: Auction 107 bidding concludes; 21 winning
bidders for 5,684 licenses; $81 billion in winning bids.

(3700'3980 MHZ) e December2021: Phase | accelerated clearing deadline.

* August 2025: WTB announced the wind-down of the Lower C-
Band Relocation Payment Clearinghouse.

 April 2026: WTB Refresh Notice on Lower C-Band Petitions for
Reconsideration and other issues.

Lower C-Band
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February 2025: FCC Notice of Inquiry seeking comment on
whether to make some or all of the Upper C-band available for
more intensive use.

* July 2025: Working Families Tax Cuts Act mandated auction of
at least 100 megahertz in the Upper C-band by July 2027.

* November 2025: FCC NPRM proposing to auction as much as
Upper C-Band 180 megahertz for terrestrial wireless flexible use.

(3980-4200 M HZ)  Record reflects calls for lessons learned from Lower C-

band transition.

 January 2026: FAA Notice of Proposed Rulemaking proposing
minimum performance requirements for radio altimeters in the
4.2-4.4 GHz band.

 April 2026: WTB Refresh Notice on Lower C-Band Petitions for
Reconsideration and other issues.
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« March 2024: Supplemental Coverage from Space Order
establishing a framework to enable collaborations between
satellite operators and terrestrial service providers to offer
connectivity directly to consumer handsets using spectrum
previously allocated only to terrestrial service.

SCS &D2D *  Framework adopted for 600 MHz, 700 MHz, 800 MHz,
Broadband PCS, and AWS-H Block.

 April 2026: Direct-to-Device Clarification Order reaffirming a
licensee’s exclusive right to use certain Mobile Satellite Service
frequency bands for which it is authorized.
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4400-4940 MHz

July 2025: Working Families Tax Cuts Act mandated that the
Assistant Secretary of Commerce conduct a spectrum
analysis of the 4.4-4.9 GHz band. (Sec. 40002(f)(1)(B))

December 2025: White House 6G Memorandum directed the
Assistant Secretary to “immediately begin the process to
commence studies onthe. .. 4.4-4.94 GHz spectrum
frequencies to determine whether portions of those bands can
feasibly be reallocated for full-power commercial licensed use
cases.”

Portion of the band under study as part of the WRC-27 sharing
and compatibility studies.
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* October 2024: FCC adopted its Eighth R&O in this public
safety band, allowing the Band Manager (once selected) to
apply for a nationwide overlay license and enter into a sharing
agreement with FirstNet—through which FirstNet may use
unassigned 4.9 GHz spectrum as part of the NPSBN.

 Several parties have petitioned for review of the Eighth
R&O.

* Litigation remains ongoing in the D.C. Circuit, with oral
arguments held in November 2025.

4940-4990 MHz

 February 2025: APCO filed a petition for rulemaking to revise
the Part 90 rules to facilitate 5G commercial deployments in
the band.
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 January 2023: NPRM seeking comment on uncrewed aircraft
system (UAS) use of the band, including proposing that access
be managed through a dynamic frequency management
system (DFMS).

* August 2024: Report and Order establishing service rules for
UAS operations via direct frequency assignments in a portion

5030-5091 MHz of the band through one or more DFMS.

 Before the DFMS are operational, non-networked access
may occur on an interim basis in the 5040-5060 MHz
segment of the band.

* The FCC anticipates that future phases will address more
intensive use of the band, including exclusive-use licenses
enabling network-supported services.
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* December 2024: Third R&O allowing very low power (VLP)
devices to operate throughout the entirety of the band (at the
same power levels as VLP operations authorized in the U-NII-5
and U-NII-7 bands).

6 GHZ  January 2026: Fourth R&O authorizing geofenced variable
power (GVP) devices in the 6 GHz band.
(5925'71 25 MHZ) * FCCalsoissued a Third FNPRM seeking comment on

proposals that could provide more utility for unlicensed
devices in the 6 GHz band.

e Comments were due on March 23, and Reply Comments
on April 21, 2026.
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7/8 GHz

(7125-8400 MHz)

November 2023: Band included in National Spectrum Strategy

for multi-year evaluation for potential opportunities for private-
sector access; projected final report by October 2026.

December 2023: Delegates at WRC-23 voted to study the band
for International Mobile Telecommunications (IMT) use as part
of the WRC-27 agenda.

July 2025: Working Families Tax Cuts Act mandated that the
Assistant Secretary of Commerce conduct a spectrum
analysis of the 7250-7400 MHz segment. (Sec. 40002(f)(1)(C))

December 2025: White House 6G Memorandum directed the
Assistant Secretary to “immediately begin the process of
identifying the band of spectrum frequencies at 7.125-7.4 GHz
for reallocation for full-power commercial licensed use cases.”
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 April 2025: Order establishing a framework to share the 37-37.6
GHz band (Lower 37 GHz band) among Federal and non-Federal
users using site-based coordination and registration procedures.

* May2025: FNPRM seeking comment on ways the 12.7 GHz and
42 GHz bands could be used more intensively by satellite
communications, as an alternative or a complement to the
previous proposals for terrestrial wireless communications.

 Also seeks comment on opening spectrum for satellite
communications in the 51.4-52.4 GHz band and W-band,
including under a light-licensing framework.

* October 2025: NPRM seeking comment on changes to the
UMFUS rules for the 24 GHz, 28 GHz, 37 GHz, 39 GHz, and 47
GHz bands.

* Among other things, seeks comment on replacing Section
25.136 criteria and Part 101 manual coordination framework
with a light-licensing approach.
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Questions?

Kara Graves
Partner
kgraves@wbklaw.com
(202) 383-3372
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